CHARLES  II                      IO9

Charles, rapidly regaining his usual health,
returned at the earliest possible moment to the
heavy diet he had always loved, not wisely but
too well - mutton and partridges, "on which/5
noted an "eye-witness of his convalescence, c; he
fed frequently and heartily."

With the restoration of his health and his return
to London, a crisis was narrowly averted, though
the general situation remained much the same as
before. The mind of the nation was still harassed
by doubt. The King, it is true, was still alive,
but his sudden decline was regarded as an ominous
portent, though he himself does not seem to have
thought of it with any particular foreboding.
Dragged back to life by the lucky experiments of
half a dozen bewildered doctors, he was less
concerned with his own future than with his
brother's, for which, in a sense, he had made
himself morally responsible. cc When I am dead
and gone/* he remarked on a later occasion, " I
know not what my brother will do. I am much
afraid, that when he comes to the crown, he will
be obliged to travel again. And yet I will take
care to leave my kingdoms to him in peace,
wishing he may long keep them so " ; but, he
reiterated, ci I am much afraid that when my
brother comes to the crown, he will be obliged
again to leave his native soil."
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